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Part 1:
Sexual and Reproductive Justice, Health and
Inequity in NY and Hispanic/Latiné Communities
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Reproductive Justice

The right to parent the

The right to The right to not children one has in

have a child have a child safe and sustainable
communities

Reproductive Justice is the human right to
maintain personal bodily autonomy, have
children, not have children, and parent the
children we have in safe and sustainable
communities. (SisterSonq)



https://www.sistersong.net/reproductive-justice

"Scope” of Reproductive Justice

Women's
Health
and
Wellbeing

Social Maternal
Wellbeing Health

Free of Violence
Adequate Resources

Family

Wellbeing



Social Determinants of Health: MCRSH

A\

WIC

Women, Infants
& Children

47% 55.4%
Latiné households of Latiné are on
report difficulty WIC during

paying for pregnancy

housing/utilities

(compared to 11% White) (compared to 19.2% White)
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43% 28%
Latiné families in of incarcerated
NYC face child women in NYS
welfare are Latina
investigations

(compared to 19% White)  (compared to 19% White)



Child Health I: Obesity

« 17.3% of Hispanic children (2-4 yrs) in WIC obese
(2020, NYS)
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Child Health 2: Asthma

« Hispanic children 0-17 yrs had highest reported
rates of lifetime asthma prevalence at 12.9% (2021)
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Child Health 3: Vaccinations

» 71% of Hispanic children (24-35 mos) received all doses of
the combined 7-vaccine series (NYC, 2025)
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Pregnancy-related Health Inequities:
Healthcare Access

« Hispanic women were most likely to report uninsurance
(18.8%) in the month prior to getting pregnant (NYS, 2022)
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« Hispanic women also most likely to report uninsurance (8.3%)
in the month after delivery (NYS, 2022)
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Pregnancy-related Health Inequities:
Clinical Outcomes

« Hispanic infants had the second
highest infant mortality rate (4.4/1,000)
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% 5 During 2020-2022 in New York,
2, preterm birth rates were second
£ highest for Hispanic infants (10.4%)
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Infant Mortality Rate (New York State, 2023)
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Pregnancy-related Health Inequities: Latina
Healthcare Experiences

N
- @

16%
reported mistreatment
by care providers in
childbirth

(vs. 18% White patients)
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31%
reported
medical mistrust

(vs. 17% White
patients)

B

S

56.2%
given a breast
pump by the
hospital

(vs. 38.5% White patients)
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Pregnancy: Intendedness

» 34.8% of Hispanic mothers had live births from unintended

pregnancies (comparable to NH-Black mothers; NYS, 2022)
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STls: Chlamydia & HIV by Race/Ethnicity (NYS, 2023)

 Chlamydia  HIV
Hispanic individuals account 28% of HIV cases among the
for 31% of cases Hispanic population

Asian/Pacific Asian/Pacific

Islander, 5.0% Islander, 1.6%

Non-Hispanic
Hispanic, 31% Black, 39%

Hispanic, 28%

Non-Hispanic
Black, 58%
Non-Hispanic
White, 12%

Non-Hispanic
White, 24%
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Part 2:
CUNY SPH and NYS Leadership in Reproductive

and Social Justice: The SRJ Hub
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Sexual and Reproductive Justice Hub

CUNY SPH is New York’s hub for
sexual and reproductive justice
scholarship and advocacy —
preparing the next generation of public
health leaders to stand up for and
advance the human right to health.

Multidisciplinary Skill-building in the Interrogate and address upstream
approach next generation inequities impacting outcomes

Producing training and a Equipping students with The combination of our approach and skilt

research to bridge critical thinking and building strategies allows us to address root
disciplinary divides and solutions-oriented skills for inequities impacting health outcomes.
engage communities. sustainable research and

data-informed advocacy.
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Components of a Strong SRJ Program

Blue State with a Sexual &
commitment to protecting Reproductive
Post Dobbs repro rights and acces to Related Body of,
Political reproductive care Research in

Climate Progress

Government

Byllye Avery
Endowed
Professorship,

Campaign

New Provost with

16 to 356
Campaign to End
GVvB
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Preparing to Advocate

SENUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND JUSTICE

SRJ Expertise

CUNY SPH holds
considerable expertise

in SRJ among its faculty
and leadership. The
development of the

SRJ Hubis co-led by

Terry McGovern, Senior
Associate Dean of
Academic and Student
Affairs, and Dr. Lynn
Roberts, Associate Dean of
Student Affairs and Alumni
Relations and Assistant
Professor of Community
Health and Social Sciences,
along with Dr. Diana
Romero, Professor of
Community Health and
Social Sciences, who leads
the MCRSH specialization.

|cunyspl

Terry McGovern
Senior Assaciate Dean of Academic and Student Affairs

FPrior to joining CUNY SPH in 2023, Terry McGovern was the Harriet and Robert H. Heilbrunn

Professor and chair of the Heilbrunn Department of Population and Family Health at
the Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health. At Columbia, McGovern led
domestic and global research related to sexual and reproductive justice and human
rights. Prior to jaining Columbia in 2002, McGovern served as seniar program officer
inthe Gender, Rights, and Equality Unit of the Ford Foundation, where she oversaw
global and domestic programming relating ta HIV, gender, LGBT, and human rights.

Dr. Lynn Roberts

Associate Dean of Student Affairs and Alumni Relations,
Assistant Professor of Community Health and Social Sciences.

Dr. Lynn Roberts, a national leader in the reproductive justice movement for over 20 years,
is an emeritus board member of the SisterSong Women of Color Reproductive Justice
Collective. She is co-editor and contributing author of Radical Reproductive Jusfice:
Foundations, Theory, Practice Crifique (Feminist Press, 2017). Dr. Roberts’ cument
activism and scholarship examine the intersections of race, class and gender in adolescent
dating relationships, juvenile justice, and reproductive heslth policies, a5 well as the
impact of models of collaborative inquiry and teaching on civic and political engagement.
For decades Dr. Roberts has taught the Community Organizing to Advance Health and
Social Justice course in our MPH program, with the highest student evaluation accolades.

Dr. Diana Romero
Professor of Community Health and Social Sciences

Dr. Diana Romer has over 20 yaars of experience in ressarch and evidance basad
advocacy related to reproductive, matermal and child health experiences affected by
raca/athnicity, sacioecanamic, and related structural factors such as factors affecting
cantraceptive decision-making and the differentialimpact of the COVID-13 pandemic
o pregnant persans in NYS. Dr. Romero serves on the NYC DOHMH Advisary Board
forthe COC Fregnancy Risk Manitoring System (F
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SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND JUSTICE

The Sexual and

LEAD OFFIEE

Reproductive Justice

Hub at CUNY SPH

FUNDNE

BUDGETASK
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Dean's Office, Maternal, Chid,
Raproductive, and Sexual
Health Specialization

Mew request

3500,000

Since Roe v. Wade, we are see- ing food, atfordable childcare, Women's Health Imperative, this profes-
ingthe erosion of and foyment aut
tharise d ressarch,
peopie thers cannat be

marginaied podaions. ppl ties for students. The associated research

ing reprociuctive freedom is critical, li—gﬂa\! of negative that are par- portiolio

andpeople  unique s

tight lo choose, encompaseing an ersec.  ofcolor reinforces and ing disparti strategic leader-
tional amay of rights influence ts th ship with an palicy
et teames. The core mison of e
CUNY Graduate School of Public Healthand  Why create an SRJ Hub Leadership Training

Health Policy [CUNY SPH}-to advocate far
zound poicy snd practice toadtance oo

at CUNY SPH?

umqueb‘ pasitons theschaal o become New
York's first

the right to bodily autonomy across the
us. gt

Justice training, scholarship and advocacy.

What is Sexual and
Reproductive Justice?

‘Sexual and Reproductive Justice (SRJ) is

The SRJ Hub wil develop the next gener-
ation of SR) leaers who will actively work
to challenge the barrers to reproductive

justice, deveiop community-ied soutions,

s co
hensive sexual and reproductive health
ecucation, limitations on gender-affiming
care. removal of medical autonomy for
women, and exacerbating the mater-

a framework that embodies a holstic view
of heaith and stri

crisis.

. palicy
makers. and state and local agenciesto
educate and impct legislative charges
to make reproductive justice possible.
The SRJ Hub wil be a central source
thatcan provide the evidence tostate
and nations| agencies and not-for-profit

p
hysical, mental, spiritual, poftical, social,

MNew

‘and sconomic welk- being of women and
girls” through advocating for and uphold-
ing the human rights of all, especially
marginalized women and people

can become pregnant *-* Empowering
people to maintain their

to avance SR through a centralized aca-
demic unit that emphasizes not oaly schok-
arship, but also advocacy. The CUNY SPH

palicy

UNFPA Partnership: 16 Days Campaign

Sexual and

CUNYSPH

‘sexual and reproductive lives leads fo
better overall health outcomes for all

The SR framework recognizes that
reproductive autonomy is intrinsically linked
to awide range of factors that affect health
‘and equily. including access to quality
heslthcare, adequate housing, educationsl
opportunities, clean and safe environments.

1 nttpsuww law, berkeiey eawphp-

2 e o amtogemet argrap-comany
UpiGa05'201 71 JACRS A Naw Vision

W

Jutions-ori ip. training. and

p the
Global 16 Days Against Gender-Based

advocacy experiences
ofwomen of color and elevates and funds
their and other marginalized people’s work.

What will the SRJ Hub do?
Byllye Avery SRJ Professorship
CUNY SPH has launchedthe Bullve
the nation's frst and orly
endowed professorship addressing this area

of public health. Named for the estesmed
Byllye Avery, & pioneer in wamen’s health,

global awareness to the widespread issue of
gender-based viclence, 3 pervasive public
health threat. For over thirty years this civil
iety-led campaign has brought together
focal and glebal feminist activists and move-
ments to raise awareness of the many forms
of gender-hasad violence, its root causes
and impact. and pathways to prevention
and accountabillty. This campaign. wi
originally kicked off each year on Noves
25, the Intemational Day for the Sirinaton
of Violence Against Women, and ran for 16
days through December 10, Human Rights.

movement, and founder of the Black

Day, wil SPH'S
guidance into a year-round initiative.

SEXUIAL AND REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND JUSTICE

SRJ Curriculum
CUNY SPH offers the Matermal Child

MCRSH) specialization, which
provides graduate studenis with an
understanding of the socio-historical
and political contexts that have and
continue to shape related health
outcomes, as well as a foundation for
research and programmatic activi-
ties in matemal, child, reproductive,
and sexual health. The curriculum
embraces a holistic approach to sexual
and reproductive

|CUNYSPH]

The SRJ Hub will build on current
scholarship and research by CUNY SPH
faculty and graduate students, including:

Audit of existing federal funding (NIH,
EPA) available fo study the role of envi-
ronmental expasures in Black maternal
and infant mortality to establish the
need for additional targeted funding

SR framework that recognizes the
diversity of human sexual expression,

Analysis of malemal meconium sam-

relationshigs, and

promotes informed. healthy, respecttul,
and responsible chaices, free fram
coercion; and supports increasad
access toelective preventive, screen-
ing. treatment. 2nd support senvicss.

The MCH

metal mix-
b dversa child out-

Support research that identifies

the contribution of environmental
pollution to neuro-developmental and
other health outcomes in children

Large-scale misec-methods eveluation
of a physician training program
for advocacy around sbortion and

strategies

Study of the intersectionalty of racial

Advacacy in
require more ac:urakemuonmama\
of

and ger
teens exposed to datingviolence

offers two core courses— MCRSH:
A Life Course Perspective and
MCRSH in Context. Electives
inthe program include:

+ Social Ineguality and
Reproductive and Sexual
Health, Policy, and Rights

‘The Health of Young People
Sexual Health Promstion
Special Victims Unit: Child
Maltreatment and its Effects on
Child and Family Mentsl Health
+ Adolescent Health

o harm prior to approving industrial
sites in overburdened neighborhoads

Investigation of the impact of the
Dobbs dcision on mediical integrity

Study of the role of COVID-19, race
and social factors in pregnancy
experiences, delays to contraception,
abartion, and miscamiage

care during the pandemic

Comprehensive review exposing
migrants’ lack of access to sexual
and reproductive

Evaluation of a multi-center
NYC-based Doula program

Assessment of safety-net health

Randomized contralled trial to identity
the efiicacy of a model socialization and

Agendain Health Departments

New course topics under
cansideration include:

+ The nexus of environmental
justice and reproductive justice
Changing aborfian policy
across the LS.

Folicy, legislation, and

Jated

immigrants n New York City

approach for ado-
lescents and young adults with intel-
lectual and disabilities.

Qualitative study of East Harlem
adolescents and their fite goals in
the context of personal relationships,
risk of pregnancy, and sexually
transmitted infections (ST1s)

State and national analyses of

to MCHRSH and SRJ
Financing and insurance in MCRSH
‘The history of bodily
autonomy and race

Y

welfare family-cap policies and
vickation of reproductive and
human rights principies

Studies exploring needed supports
from faculty, administration.

and stafffor pregnant and
parenting students at CUNY

Sph.cuny._e
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Advocating for the SRJ Hub
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Celebrating Success

NY SCHOOL OF PUBLIC Hea

Vv Combatting mat
Wity
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New York will be thefirst state in

the nation to offer paid pre-natal
leave &is taking action to expand
access to care




SRJ Hub: The First Year
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Where Do We
Go From Here?
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ption be 198 N oo Opinion: New York’s maternalhealth crisis continues to
st st £ disproportionately harm Black mothers

The state must expand culturally competent health services

for Black mothers who face much higher pregnancy-related

mortality rates.

By Lea Webb, Rodneyse Bichotte Hermelyn and Lynn

Roberts

April 15, 2025
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Advocating Again

Senator

Kristen Gonzalez
District 53

Intersections for Sex 3
Positivity and ' l i
R

Reproductive Justice:
NY and PR Experiences

PANELIST

Jesmie Losch, MPH Fosy Matn, MPA Cheries King, J0, Mtr

Understanding Intersectionallty Stumbling Blocks, Struggles &
Solutions

Soclal & Polltical Determinants of Taking Actlon to Change " ve
Health & Hope Systems & Narratives A 3 -

For more information
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SIS

Upholding Rights,
Ensuring Justice

A correersation with Dean ey McGovem and
Assermbiymember Jessica Gonzalez Rotas

Septerder 17, 2025 | Spem - &30pee | Virtsad
MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH in

Sexual and Reproductive -
Justice & Health (ﬁ) >
:'/ =

Terry McGowern Jesica Ceeckde P

Loy vty
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Byllye Avery Endowed Professorship
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Thank you!

Danielle Greene, DrPH
danielle.greene@sph.cuny.edu

Diana Romero, PhD
diana.romero@sph.cuny.edu
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