
  

 
New York State Alcohol Policy 
Summit: Local Action, Statewide 
Solutions 
April 18, 2024 | 9:30am – 4:30pm | Hybrid: CUNY SPH, Zoom 

 

9:30am - 10:00am Registration and Coffee 

10:00am - 10:15am Welcome and Introduction 
Sean J. Haley, PhD, MPH, Associate Professor of Health Policy and 
Management, CUNY SPH 

10:15am - 11:00am Exploring the Importance of Alcohol Policy 

i) Why Focus on Policy? 
Sean J. Haley, PhD, MPH, Associate Professor of Health Policy and 
Management, CUNY SPH 

ii) Making the Case for Evidence Based Policy in New York State 
Haven Battles, PhD, Assistant Director, Bureau of Chronic Disease Evaluation 
and Research, New York State Department of Health 

iii) Link between Policy and Community Based Participatory 
Research (CBPR) 
Lisa Cacari Stone, PhD, Professor of Health and Social Policy, College of 
Population Health, University of New Mexico Health Sciences Center 

11:00am - 11:45am Facing the Facts: Understanding the Burden of Excessive Alcohol 
Use in New York State 
Facilitator: Deborah Levine, LCSW, ACSW, Director, Harlem Health Initiative, CUNY 
SPH 

i) Alcohol Consumption and Associated Harms in New York State 
Ravi Kumar Balu, MD, Research Scientist, New York State Department of Health 

ii)  Alcohol and Public Health in New York City 
Jonathan McAteer, MPH, Senior Epidemiologist, New York City Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene 

iii) What does Excessive Alcohol use in a Rural County Look Like? 
Melissa Stickle, MSW, Director of Sullivan County Department of Community 
Service 

11:45am – 12:15pm Community Coalitions in New York State 
Facilitator: Judi Vining, Executive Director, Long Beach AWARE 

i)  Prevention-focused Coalition Initiatives in New York State 
Barbara Bennet, MPH, Research Scientist IV, Director of Prevention Programs, 
Education and Research, NYS Office of Addiction Services and Supports 

ii) Boots on the ground: Community Engagement for Change Felecia 
Pullen, PhD, President & CEO of Let’s Talk SAFETY, Inc./The PILLARS and 
SAFE in Harlem 

 



  

 

12:15pm - 12:30pm Exploring Emerging Research in Alcohol Policy 
Pamela Trangenstein, PhD, Scientist, Alcohol Research Group 

Erika Rosen, PhD, Postdoctoral fellow, Alcohol Research Group 

12:30pm - 1:15pm Break for Lunch / Presentation 
CAPT Christopher M. Jones, PharmD, DrPH, MPH, Director of the Center 
for Substance Abuse Prevention, Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA) 

1:15pm - 2:00pm Panel Discussion: Understanding Role of State Liquor Authority and 
the STOP ACT 
Facilitator: CDR Karina D. Aguilar, DrPH, MSW, CPH, Assistant Regional Director, 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, Region II Office 

Lily M. Fan, J.D., Chair & Commissioner, New York State Liquor Authority 

Patricia Zuber-Wilson, Associate Commissioner, Division of Prevention, New York 
State Office of Addiction Services and Supports (OASAS) 

2:00pm - 2:30pm Public Health Reflections on the 2023 SLA Commission to Study 
Reform of the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law 

Sean J. Haley, PhD, MPH, Associate Professor of Health Policy and 
Management, CUNY SPH 

Amena El-Harakeh, MPH, Doctoral Student, CUNY SPH 

2:30pm - 2:45pm Break 

2:45pm - 4:00pm Small Group Discussions: Community Experiences, Policy Needs, 
and Priorities (2:45pm - 3:30pm) 

Report Back Session (3:30pm - 4:00pm) 
Facilitators: Emily D’Angelo, MPH, Senior Program Manager, NYSACHO and 
Monika Khan, MPH, Project Manager, NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene 

4:00pm - 4:30pm Next Steps: Planning and Support for Action 
Sean J. Haley, PhD, MPH, Associate Professor of Health Policy and 
Management, CUNY SPH 

 


